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H1N1 flu vaccine shortage possible in Michigan

State need exceeds the allocated doses

BY MEGHA SATYANARAYANA
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER
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CORRECTION: An earlier version of this story misidentified a health system that is limiting visitors. This report is correct.
State health officials said Monday that there are fewer than 1 million doses of H1N1 vaccine allocated to Michigan right now, but there are 5 million people -- about half of those in the state -- who are high-risk individuals in need of the vaccine.

In other states, the vaccine is trickling in as officials try to meet the needs of high-risk populations.

As orders are placed and fulfilled by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, "we're getting it out as quickly as possible," said Bob Swanson, Michigan Department of Community Health director of the immunization division. "Orders are placed on a daily basis."

Since Sept. 1, there have been 396 H1N1-related hospitalizations and 16 deaths, all adults, in Michigan. Most of the people hospitalized have had underlying medical conditions. It's unusual to see this much flu so soon, said Dr. Greg Holzman, chief medical officer for the state health department. "We're seeing numbers you might see at the peak of a bad flu season," he said.

Federal health officials announced initial results of clinical trials in pregnant women Monday. At day 21 after immunization, 47 of 50 pregnant women had an immune response predicted to be protective. Further analysis of clinical trials in children supported the recommendation of two doses of the vaccine to achieve best protection.

As the virus continues to spread, and vaccine is still in short supply, the University of Michigan and St. Joseph Mercy health systems are limiting visitors to those older than 16 who have no flu symptoms.

Admitted patients can have only two visitors at a time. This affects hospitals and treatment facilities in the U-M health system and at St. Joseph Mercy locations in Ann Arbor, Livingston County, Oakland County and Saline and at St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia and Chelsea Community Hospital.

Contact MEGHA SATYANARAYANA: 313-223-4544 or megha@freepress.com
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(ASSOCIATED PRESS)

A version of this story appears on page 3A of the Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2009, print edition of the Detroit Free Press.
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