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Preface

This docum
ent describ

es the p
aram

eters you can use w
hen op

ening A
d

ob
e® PD

F files. These p
aram

eters 
allow

 you to op
en a PD

F file using a U
RL or com

m
and that sp

ecifies b
oth the file to b

e op
ened and the 

actions to b
e p

erform
ed once the file is op

ened. 

W
h

o
 sh

o
u

ld
 read

 th
is g

u
id

e?
This guide is for develop

ers w
ho w

ant to custom
ize the w

ay PD
F files op

en. It m
ay b

e useful for those 
develop

ing an online collab
oration system

.

R
elated

 d
o

cu
m

en
tatio

n

Fo
r in

fo
rm

atio
n

 ab
o

u
t

See

C
onfiguring and adm

inistering a system
 for online 

collab
oration  using com

m
ent rep

ositories,  
A

dob
e A

crob
at®, and

 A
dob

e Reader®

A
crobat O

nline Collaboration: Setup and 
A

dm
inistration

A
 detailed descrip

tion of the PD
F file form

at
PD

F Reference

D
etailed descrip

tions of the A
PIs for A

crob
at and  

A
dob

e Reader p
lug-ins, as w

ell as for PD
F Lib

rary  
ap

p
lications

A
crobat and PD

F Library A
PI Reference
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Param

eters for O
pening PD

F Files

You can op
en a PD

F docum
ent w

ith a com
m

and or U
RL that sp

ecifies exactly w
hat to disp

lay (a nam
ed 

destination or sp
ecific p

age), and how
 to disp

lay it (using such
 characteristics as a sp

ecific view
, scrollb

ars, 
b

ookm
arks, annotations, or highlighting).

The p
aram

eters for U
RLs are sup

p
orted by m

ost b
row

sers, and can b
e used w

hen op
ening PD

F docum
ents 

p
rogram

m
atically.

M
any of these p

aram
eters can b

e p
assed to the follow

ing core A
PI functions (see the A

crobat and PD
F 

Library A
PI Reference for d

etails):

A
V
D
o
c
O
p
e
n
F
r
o
m
F
i
l
e
W
i
t
h
P
a
r
a
m
S
t
r
i
n
g

A
V
D
o
c
O
p
e
n
F
r
o
m
A
S
F
i
l
e
W
i
t
h
P
a
r
a
m
S
t
r
i
n
g

A
V
D
o
c
O
p
e
n
F
r
o
m
P
D
D
o
c
W
i
t
h
P
a
r
a
m
S
t
r
i
n
g

W
hen op

ening a PD
F docum

ent from
 a com

m
and shell, you can p

ass the p
aram

eters to the op
en 

com
m

and using the /
A

 sw
itch w

ith the follow
ing syntax:

<
A
c
r
o
b
a
t
 p
a
t
h
>
 /
A
 "
<
p
a
r
a
m
e
t
e
r
>
=
<
v
a
l
u
e
>
"
 "
<
P
D
F
 p
a
t
h
>
"

For exam
p

le:

A
c
r
o
b
a
t
.
e
x
e
 /
A
 "
z
o
o
m
=
1
0
0
0
"
 "
C
:
\
e
x
a
m
p
l
e
.
p
d
f
"

In M
ac O

S, you can use the p
aram

eters w
hen op

ening a PD
F docum

ent w
ith an A

p
p

le event.

Param
eters 

The follow
ing tab

le d
escrib

es the p
aram

eters. Italics indicate user-sp
ecified variab

les.

Syn
tax

D
escrip

tio
n

n
a
m
e
d
d
e
s
t
=
d
e
s
t
i
n
a
t
i
o
n

Sp
ecifies a nam

ed destination in the PD
F docum

ent.

p
a
g
e
=
p
a
g
e
n
u
m
 

Sp
ecifies a num

b
ered p

age in the docum
ent, using an integer 

value. The docum
ent’s first p

age has a pagenum
 value of 1.

c
o
m
m
e
n
t
=
c
o
m
m
e
n
t
I
D
 

Sp
ecifies a com

m
ent on a given p

age in the PD
F docum

ent. U
se 

the p
a
g
e

 com
m

and b
efore this com

m
and. For exam

p
le:

#
p
a
g
e
=
1
&
c
o
m
m
e
n
t
=
4
5
2
f
d
e
0
e
-
f
d
2
2
-
4
5
7
c
-
8
4
a
a
- 

2
c
f
5
b
e
d
5
a
3
4
9
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collab=setting Sets the comment repository to be used to supply and store 
comments for the document. This overrides the default comment 
server for the review or the default preference. The setting is of the 
form store_type@location, where valid values for store_type are:

● DAVFDF (WebDAV)

● FSFDF (Network folder)

● DB (ADBC)

For example:

#collab=DAVFDF@http://review_server/Collab 
/user1

For more information on comment repositories, see Acrobat 
Online Collaboration: Setup and Administration.

zoom=scale 
zoom=scale,left,top 

Sets the zoom and scroll factors, using float or integer values. For 
example, a scale value of 100 indicates a zoom value of 100%.

Scroll values left and top are in a coordinate system where 0,0 
represents the top left corner of the visible page, regardless of 
document rotation.

view=Fit 
view=FitH 
view=FitH,top 
view=FitV 
view=FitV,left 
view=FitB 
view=FitBH 
view=FitBH,top 
view=FitBV 
view=FitBV,left 

Set the view of the displayed page, using the keyword values 
defined in the PDF language specification. For more information, 
see the PDF Reference.

Scroll values left and top are floats or integers in a coordinate 
system where 0,0 represents the top left corner of the visible 
page, regardless of document rotation.

Use the page command before this command.

Note: This parameter is not supported on the command line.

viewrect=left,top,wd,ht Sets the view rectangle using float or integer values in a 
coordinate system where 0,0 represents the top left corner of the 
visible page, regardless of document rotation.

Use the page command before this command.

Note: This parameter is not supported on the command line.

pagemode=bookmarks 

pagemode=thumbs 

pagemode=none (default) 

Displays bookmarks or thumbnails.

scrollbar=1|0 Turns scrollbars on or off.

Syntax Description
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Specifying parameters in a URL
You can specify multiple parameters in a single URL. Separate each parameter with either an ampersand 
(&) or a pound (#) character. Actions are processed and executed from left to right as they appear in the 
URL. 

Because all specified actions are executed, it is possible that later actions will override the effects of 
previous actions, so it is important to use the correct order. For example, page actions should appear 
before zoom actions.

Commands are not case sensitive except for the value of a named destination. There can be no spaces in 
the URL. 

search=wordList Opens the Search panel and performs a search for any of the 
words in the specified word list. The first matching word is 
highlighted in the document.

The words must be enclosed in quotation marks and separated by 
spaces. For example:

#search="word1 word2"

You can search only for single words. You cannot search for a 
string of words.

toolbar=1|0 Turns the toolbar on or off.

statusbar=1|0 Turns the status bar on or off.

messages=1|0 Turns the document message bar on or off.

navpanes=1|0 Turns the navigation panes and tabs on or off.

highlight=lt,rt,top,btm Highlights a specified rectangle on the displayed page. Use the 
page command before this command.

The rectangle values are integers in a coordinate system where 
0,0 represents the top left corner of the visible page, regardless of 
document rotation.

fdf=URL Specifies an FDF file to populate form fields in the PDF file being 
opened. For example:

#fdf=http://example.org/doc.fdf

Note: The fdf parameter should be specified last in a URL.

Syntax Description
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URL examples
http://example.org/doc.pdf#Chapter6
http://example.org/doc.pdf#page=3
http://example.org/doc.pdf#page=3&zoom=200,250,100
http://example.org/doc.pdf#zoom=50
http://example.org/doc.pdf#page=72&view=fitH,100
http://example.org/doc.pdf#pagemode=none
http://example.org/doc.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks&page=2
http://example.org/doc.pdf#page=3&pagemode=thumbs
http://example.org/doc.pdf#collab=DAVFDF@http://review_server/Collab/user1
http://example.org/doc.pdf#page=1&comment=452fde0e-fd22-457c-84aa-2cf5bed5a349
http://example.org/doc.pdf#fdf=http://example.org/doc.fdf

URL limitations
● Only one digit following a decimal point is retained for float values.

● Individual parameters, together with their values (separated by & or #), can be no greater then 32 
characters in length.

● You cannot use the reserved characters =, #, and &. There is no way to escape these special characters.

● If you turn bookmarks off using a URL parameter when a document had previously been saved with 
bookmarks on, the bookmark scrollbars are displayed at first, and only disappear once Acrobat obtains 
enough streamed information to render the full page. 
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